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What? 

Why? 



• A Monarch Waystation is a place that 
provides host plants , nectar plants, and 
shelter for Monarch butterflies 

 

• Monarch Waystations that meet certain easy 
criteria can be registered with Monarch 
Watch at www.monarchwatch.org. 

 

• There are over 25,000 registered 
Waystations, and Texas leads the way! 

 

http://www.monarchwatch.org/


All Monarch Waystations need three things 
 

Nectar Plants for adults 

Milkweeds for caterpillars to eat 

Shelter for adults 

**Supplemental water is not really necessary 
but is helpful 





This one is at a college. 











suburban yards 
schools 
prisons 
recreational camps 
churches 
military bases 
museums  
orchards 
farms 
patios 

cemeteries 
city parks 
state parks 
county parks 
rest stops 
utility right-of-ways 
parking lots 
businesses 
colleges 
roadsides 
hotels 
 

 
 

Using Other People’s Space--and maybe 
money 











Michael McDowell 
Blog name: “planobluestem” 





What’s Soooo 
Special About  

Texas?? 



The entire  
population of 
Monarchs East 
of the Rockies 

depends on 
finding 

milkweeds 
when they 

migrate 
through Texas 



























































Ancient problems 
 

Storms 
Unfavorable migration winds 
Weather 
Predators 



Modern problems 
Illegal logging in Mexico 
 
Loss of habitat in the US Midwest and 
elsewhere 
 
Pesticide use 
 
Changing Farming practices 







7 Real Steps to Help Monarchs: 
Reduce or eliminate personal pesticide use 
 
Refrain from mowing Milkweeds in the Spring 
 
Plant “real” nectar plants for Spring migration 
 

Plant  native Milkweeds! 
 
Plant “real” nectar plants for Fall migration 
 
Tell others that Monarchs need milkweeds 
 
Create and register your Monarch Waystation 



Size: Lower limit for real effectiveness is  100 
square feet (10’ X 10’, 4’ X 25’, etc.).  
 
Total area may be split up among several sites 
at your location—yard, business, farm, 
sanctuary. No upper limit. 

Things to consider 



Location: Sun preferred, at least 6 hours 
per day. Monarchs prefer to drink 
nectar in the sun, and can’t fly when 
temps drop below 55 degrees. 
 
 Think also about drainage, flooding, 
and soil type when planning. Some 
Milkweeds and nectar plants are going 
to want excellent drainage, and others 
don’t care. 
 



Then What? 
Become a Citizen Scientist 

Journey North—report Monarch sightings. Keep a calendar or submit 
individual sightings. This year they want you to keep going after the 
first one. 
 
Monarch Larvae Monitoring Project (University of Minnesota)—
count and report eggs, caterpillars, etc. throughout the breeding 
season 
 
iNaturalist—report your adults, eggs, larvae, chrysalises, etc 
 
Monarch Watch—order tags and tag wild or hand reared monarchs 
in the Fall. 
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Just for Monarchs? 



…And the 
Queens 



For Those Less Famous  Butterflies 



For the Unexpected Cycnia 



For Those Other Critters 



For the Drama 

For the Drama! 



Green Milkweed 
Asclepias viridis 
Green flowers with purplish club shaped hoods  

Smooth oval leaves—somewhat shiny 

Milky sap 



 



 







 



Antelope Horns Milkweed 
Asclepias asperula 

Lance shaped leaves 

Sprawling habit 

 



 



 



 



Butterfly Weed 
Asclepias tuberosa 
– No milky sap; short, stiff fuzzy leaves, bright orange or yellow flowers 



  





 



 



Zizotes Milkweed 

Asclepias oenotheroides 
Leaves variable 
Flowers in loose clusters 
Hoods and horns held far above 
corona 





Swamp Milkweed 
Asclepias incarnata 



Swamp Milkweed ‘Ice Ballet’ 
Asclepias incarnata 





Texas Milkweed Asclepias texana 



Whorled Milkweed 
Asclepias verticillata 
Leaves mostly in whorls of three to five 

White flowers 











 













































































May All Your Weeds 
be Wildflowers ! 


